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National Assembly Secretariat 
Press Release

Sunday 22nd February, 2009  
Speaker Back from European Tour
The Speaker of the National Assembly, Dr. Patrick Herminie, returns home today from a week-long familiarization visit to the European Parliament (EP) in Brussels, Belgium. The visit was aimed at strengthening bilateral cooperation and establishing long-term relationships with the European Parliament (EP). 
The Speaker was being accompanied by the Seychelles Representative to the Africa, Caribbean, Pacific-European Union (ACP-EU) Joint Parliamentary Assembly and Chairperson of the International Affairs Committee, Hon. Waven William, and the Seychelles Ambassador to the European Union, His Excellency Barry Faure.

The delegation held discussions and negotiations on a host of topics, from Parliamentary development, capacity building and parliamentary exchange. Meetings were held with key Members of the European Parliament including Mr. Miguel Angel Martinez, the Vice President of EP, Mrs. Glennys Kinnock, co-chairperson of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly of the ACP-EU, and Mr. Phillippe Musquar, Chairman of the Committee on Fisheries 

Dr. Herminie was given the assurances of the European Parliament assistance to build institutional and administrative capacity of the National Assembly through peer-to-peer counseling, training, internship and exchange. 

During the discussion with the Parliamentary Committee on fisheries, the Speaker was further given the assurances that the European Parliament would support our future endeavour for greater benefit from the fishery agreement between Seychelles and the European Union. The need for the European Union (EU) to help Seychelles improve its fishing infrastructure was very much appreciated by both sides. To this end, both Mrs. Glennys Kinnock and Mr. Waven William have tabled questions in the European Parliament and the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly respectively.

As part of his tour to the EU, the Speaker also held high level talks with the Speaker of the Parliament of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Honourable Mr. Lucien Weiler. The Parliament undertook to provide training for both Members of the National Assembly of Seychelles and the staff of its Secretariat.

The visit was facilitated by the Office for the Promotion of Parliamentary Democracy of the European Parliament and was made at the invitation of the Office of the President of EP, Hans-Gert Pöttering.
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